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“Reflecting God’s generosity by serving and caring .” 

Sunday Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

View Online Worship on 
Facebook or the  

Epiphany webpage 

Pet Blessing & Fellowship 

October 9 from 6:30-7:30pm 

Our pets are a 
part of our  
families. Join us 
for a time of  
fellowship and 
blessing as we ask 
God to bless our 
pets! Following 

the brief service of blessing we will have a  
bonfire and s’mores! Please make sure any pets 
that are brought are friendly towards children 
and other animals. Pet’s should be on leashes 
or in carriers. If your pet would be safer at 
home, you are invited to bring a picture of 
them!  

When pet blessings occur, they often take 
place on or near October 4, the feast day of St. 
Francis of Assisi. St. Francis is remembered for 
his love of animals and nature. 

Women’s Retreat 

October 29 from 11:00am-4:00pm 
Cost $25 

Join us for our 
annual retreat as 
we fellowship and 
learn together. 
You are invited to 
bring a packed 
shoebox for  
Operation  
Christmas Child, 
and we will have a gift exchange! We will share 
lunch and many snacks together. Details on 
the speaker will be made available soon. We 
hope you can join us! 

Please speak with a member of the planning 
team if you have any questions: Sue Edstrom, 
Donna Nielsen, Cheryl Wellner, Jan Lange 
Becky Overholser, Colleen Hall 

October Seminar:  
What is a Lutheran?  

October 24 @ 6:30pm 

On October 30 we celebrate Reformation Day. 
But what are we really celebrating? What are 
we reforming? Are all Lutherans the same? 
What do Lutherans believe? These are all  
questions we 
will take up as 
we discuss 
what is means 
to be a  
Lutheran  
during Pastor 
Sarah’s  
Seminar  
on October 
24. We hope 
you can join 
us! 

 

 

 

Faith Formation begins  

Age 2-Grade 5 
Sunday, October 16 @ 10:20am 

Join us for a fun-filled year of learning about 
God’s love for us! If you have questions, or if 
you would like to volunteer, please contact Jan 
Lange. 

Faith Formation at Epiphany Lutheran Church 
is available to all. We hope you will join us! 
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Why are the banners up 
front green? 

The banners at the front of the church 
(formally called paraments) are changed 
throughout the year, on a rotation. This 
rotation is called the “liturgical  
calendar”. Each year, we walk through 
the life of Jesus, and each season in the 
liturgical calendar focuses on a different 
time in Jesus’ life. 

“The cycle of colors can create a  
dramatic change of mood that helps the 
congregation grasp the message of the 
readings and hymns in the liturgy.”  
-Lutheranism 101 

As the colors change, so do the other 
sights, sounds, and movements of  
worship. 

Advent is a time of preparation for 
Christmas, but as we prepare to  
celebrate the first coming of Christ, we 
also think of His second coming. Blue, 
the color of the season, is a color of 
hope. 

Christmas is the twelve day celebration 
of Christ’s birth. The seasonal color is 
white, representing the pure glory of 

Christ and the angels. Candles on 
Christmas Eve remind us that Christ 
came in the darkest night to be the light 
of the world, and the Christmas tree is 
an ancient symbol of Christ, who is the 
tree of life. 

Epiphany (January 6) celebrates the 
coming of the Magi to worship the baby 
Jesus. Because God led them by a star,  
the star is the chief symbol of this  
season. White is used for festival days 
(Jesus’ Baptism & Transfiguration)  
portraying Jesus’ divine glory. The  
Sundays in between are green, a color of 
growth and renewal. These Sundays are 
sometimes referred to as “ordinary 
time”. 

Lent is a time where we prepare for 
Easter, but is also unique unto itself. It 
is a time of repentance and “catechesis” 
or learning. It begins with Ash  
Wednesday, and concludes with Holy 
Week. Purple, the color of Lent, is  
penitential, but it also reminds us of the 
mocking Royal robe placed on Jesus by 
the soldiers (Mark 15:17). 

Easter is the greatest festival of the 
Church Year, and we celebrate for 50 
days, from Easter Sunday until  

Pentecost. The color of the Easter  
season is white, representing the glory of 
Jesus’ resurrected body. 

Pentecost is the day we celebrate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, 50 days after 
Easter. The color is red, recalling the 
tongues of fire on the disciples. Because 
red is used when referencing the Holy 
Spirit, red is also used when we celebrate 
the work of the Holy Spirit on  
Reformation Sunday, the last Sunday in 
October. 

After Pentecost is the long season from 
after Pentecost Sunday until we return 
to Advent. It is a season of growth and 
learning, and is often referred to as 
“common” time. While some festival 
days are white or red, the majority of the 
days are green, and that is why the  
banners are green right now! 

 

For the next few months, Pastor Sarah will 
answer some of your questions about the  
worship service. Have a question you would like 
her to address? Just ask! 

Save your receipts! 

If you shop at Hy-Vee, save your  
receipts (dated September 1 or later) and 
place them in the box in the Narthex. 
This serves as a fundraiser for Star Light 
Early Learning Center. Thank you to 
Winnis Buesing for her work on this 
project! 

Over the summer, Melissa Fisher  
applied for a received a $500 grant from 
the Southeastern Minnesota Synod, 
ELCA to provide healthier options for 
the Little Pantry here at Epiphany. 
Melissa has worked hard to not only 
collect information from those who use 
the pantry, but to provide desired foods 
and offer recipes to use along with the 
healthier options. Items are being stored 
in bins in the refrigerators in the  
kitchen. While individuals wait for a 
volunteer to get the food from the 
fridge, they can pick up items and  
recipes in the narthex to turn these 
healthier items into a complete meal. If 
you would like to donate refrigerated 
items for the pantry, please speak with 
Melissa before doing so. Know  
someone in need, or need some help 
yourself? This food is for all who need 
it, no questions asked! 

Little Pantry now has fresh, healthier options 

Time & Talents 

If you have not turned in a Time and 
Talents sheet, please do so! Volunteer to 
assist during worship, bring treats for 
fellowship, or take part in the many  
educational opportunities at Epiphany. 
Forms are located under the  
Happenings Board in the narthex! 
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October 2022 

Happening this month! 

Scraftin’ Event 
Saturday, October 1 from 8:00am-8:00pm 

Women’s Bible Study 
Monday, October 3 @ 6:30pm 

UFO Saturday 
Saturday, October 8 from 9am to 8pm 

Pet Blessing & Fellowship 
Sunday, October 9 at 6:30pm 

Star Light Board Meeting 
Tuesday, October 11 @ 6:00pm 

Faith Formation Begins 
Sunday, October 16 @ 10:20am 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
Monday, October 17 @ 6:30pm 

Community Room Reserved 
No school camp-GOTR 
October 20 & 21 from 9am-4pm  
(will not interfere with S.A.I.L on October 20) 

Community Room Closed for  Floor Maintenance 
October 22 

Confirmation rehearsal 
Sunday, October 23 immediately following worship for 
9th graders being confirmed and a parent/guardian 

Pastor Sarah’s Seminar: What is a Lutheran? 
Monday, October 24 at 6:30 

Trunk-Or-Treat 
Friday, October 28 from 5:30-7:30pm 

Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, October 29 from 11:00am-4:00pm 

Confirmation Sunday 
Sunday, October 30 @ 9:00am 
9th graders will be confirmed during worship 

Weekly at Epiphany Lutheran Church 

Sunday 
9:00am-Worship with Holy Communion 

      Fellowship Following worship 
10:15-11:00am-Adult Bible Study  
10:20-11:00am-Faith Formation (Begins Oct. 16) 

Tuesday 
9:30-10:30am S.A.I.L. Exercise Class 

Wednesday 
9:00-11:00am-Quilting 
10:30am & 11:00am-Star Light Chapel  
6:30-7:30pm-Choir Rehearsal 
6:30-7:30pm-Confirmation (grades 6-8) 
7:30-8:30pm-High School Youth Group (grades 9-12)        

Thursday 
9:30-10:30am S.A.I.L. Exercise Class 

Upcoming Event! 

UFO Saturdays -  
UnFinished Objects 
Are you experiencing any 
UFO’s? Epiphany will be 
open 9am-8pm, Cost of $20 
per Saturday (proceeds will go to church general fund). 
Dates 
2022: Oct 8, Nov 5, Dec 3  and  
2023: Jan 7, Feb 4, March 4, April 1 to help you with those 
UFO’s. 
Ideas: scrapbook, card making, quilting, crafts, organizing  
supplies.  
Bring your projects/supplies, your 
own food and beverage. Enjoy the 
company of others and get those 
projects done! No registration  
needed – come and go as you need.  
 

Mankato Lutherans Looking to Sponsor Refugees 

Six Lutheran congregations in the Mankato Area are in conversation about what it might look like to 
sponsor a refugee family in the Mankato area. Pastor Sarah attended an informational meeting  
regarding this process on September 22. The next meeting, when leadership teams will be formed 
and firm commitments will begin to be made, will take place at Messiah Lutheran in North Mankato 
on November 3 at 6:30pm. If you are interested in learning more about this process or joining the  
leadership team, please speak with Pastor Sarah. 
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Sunday Morning Volunteer  Schedule 

 October 2 October 9 October 16 October 23 October 30 

Greeters: 
Jane Carter 

Duane Anderson 
Howard Gibbens 
Jolene Damman 

Bob & Susan 
Brunz 

Patty Adams 
Deloris Mosher 

Laurie & Kathy Gerdes 

Reader: Jane Carter Jaylee Ely Amy Ely David Overholser Kari Severson 

Communion 
Servers: 

Duane Anderson 
Lisa Nagel 

Becky Overholser 
Beth Rossow 

Amy Ely 
Jaylee Ely 

David Overholser 
Winnis Buesing 

Colleen Hall, 
Beth Rossow, 
Donna Nielsen 

Usher: Jane Carter  Joe Fisher Winnis Buesing 
Todd Enz 
Jim Enz 

Tom Wellner 
Duane Anderson 

Open/Close: 
Duane Anderson & 
Michael Sorensen 

Jan Lange &  
Melissa Fisher 

Kari Severson &  
Amy Ely 

Korey Leiferman &  
Katie Sieberg 

Duane Anderson & 
Becky Overholser 

Altar Guild: 
Becky Overholser 

Colleen Hall 
Katrin Allensdottir 

Donna Nielsen 
Amy Ely 

Olive Purrier 

Donna Nielsen 
Amy Ely 

Olive Purrier 

Susan Brunz 
Carol Regnier 
Ryder Mastin 

Susan Brunz 
Carol Regnier 
Ryder Mastin 

Counters: 
Lisa Nagel & 
Sarah Weber 

Dave Overholser & 
Tom Wellner 

Tricia Purrier &  
Amy Ely 

Colleen Hall &  
Melissa Fisher 

Tricia Purrier & 
Amy Ely 

Acolyte & 
Projector: 

Areanna Rosillo Olive & Drew Purrier Ashtyn Sorenson Eli Sieberg Noah Bosma 

Fellowship: 
Kieth & Sue Edstrom, 

Linda Arndt, 
Lisa Nagel 

Bernadette Matthies, 
David & Judy Kerr, 
Susan & Bob Brunz 

Carol Krueger, 
Audrey Rieck, 

Deloris Mosher, 
Dawn Braam 

Patty Adams, 
Cheryl Wellner, 
Sieberg Family 

Fisher Family, 
Laurie & Kathy Gerdes, 
Joel & Donna Nielsen, 
Terry Weber Johnson 

Volunteer of  the month 

October’s Volunteer of the month is Duane Anderson! Duane  

received multiple nominations, check out what one nominator had 

to say! 

“Epiphany is so blessed to have many dedicated volunteers! One of 

our best and busiest volunteers is Duane Anderson. Not only does 

Duane serve as our Church Council President, fulfilling all the  

duties and responsibilities of that office, but he also finds time to 

be a very busy handi-man doing many odd jobs and repairs both 

inside and outside of the church. His knowledge and talent to  

repair most anything is amazing! Just check out the back of his 

truck sometime – it’s virtually a repair shop on wheels. 

Duane also shares his singing talent by being a member of the 

Epiphany choir. He has sung duets and solos and that deep voice 

of his is amazing! 

Thank you Duane for everything you do – you are greatly  

appreciated!” 

Nominate someone for Volunteer of the month!  

Send an email or leave a note in the office stating why you believe an individual 

should be recognized! 

Volunteer Duties 

Greeters:  Please arrive at least 15 minutes 
before worship to greet people as they  
enter the church. Help Ushers (if needed) 
with offering by passing the offering plates. 

Readers:  The assigned reader is provided 
with the scripture readings. 

Communion Assistants: Generally, bread 
is served by the Pastor, and there are two 
stations for wine/juice. Communion  
Assistants are volunteers. 

Fellowship: A council member will make 
coffee prior to fellowship. Please work  
together to provide treats, serve, do dishes, 
wipe off tables, and take the garbage to the 
outside dumpster.  

Ushers:  Please arrive 10-15 minutes  
before the service. 

Acolyte/PowerPoint: Please arrive 10-15 
minutes before the service. 
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We will be learning about how God helps us when we are scared. How he protected  
others in the bible. Preschool will be learning #4-5-6 and D-E-F.  

Toddlers will be working on their #2, C-D. Shape is Circle, Color is Orange, Emotion is 
Afraid. 

Well, it’s scary to think that we are now in our last week of September 
and making plans for our next months theme. We have our first school 
year field trip to Autumn Acers where we will be doing our school pic-
tures for the preschool group, and they will be having there own little 
pumpkin picking farm fun here for the toddlers as well as school pic-
tures on Wed 5th.  

October 

REMINDERS: 

Field trip and pictures on October 5th 

HALLOWEEN (PJ Party)   

October 28  @ 5:30 Trunk or treat 
(bring your friends and family) 

Nov 6th Day light Savings Fall Back  

CLOSED Nov 24th-25th  

We plan to have our first student evaluations out at the 
end of this month to see where we are at and what we 
need to strengthen as the year progresses.  

October is also Fire Safety and Dental hygiene month. 
We hope to have the fire dept come to our school and 
do a drill with us.  

Fundraising: 

We have a recycle bin in 
the entry way. There is a 
list of plastics that we 
need to build a new 
bench.  

We are also accepting Hy-
Vee receipts. 

Items of the Month: By donating items, you help keep the cost of Star Light Early 
Learning Center more affordable for the families that are here! 

• Halloween Candy for Trunk-or-Treat 

• Preschool appropriate trinkets for the prize box (bubbles, figurines, sunglasses, etc.) 
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*Please note these minutes have not yet been  
approved by the church council 

September 19, 2022     Call to Order: 6:30 pm 
 
Members Present: Amy Ely, Melissa Fisher, Katie 

Sieberg, Korey Leiferman, 
Duane Anderson, Pastor Sarah 
Deutsch, Becky Overholser, Kari 
Severson, Michael Sorenson 

Members Absent:  Jan Lange 
 

Devotion – Pastor Sarah Deutsch 

Prayerful preparation – Duane Anderson 

Opening question – Pastor Sarah Deutsch 

Agenda review – After additional items added, Amy 
Ely made a motion to approve the agenda with  
additions, Kari Severson seconded the motion. All in 
favor, motion carries. 

Approval of minutes from September 19, 2022 
Council Meeting – Becky Overholser made a motion 
approve the meeting minutes, Michael Sorenson  
seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carries.  

Pastor’s report – Written report from Pastor Sarah 
Deutsch. 

Treasurer’s report - Financial Statement review. 
See Treasurer’s report for details. 
Amy Ely made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s 
report, Korey Leiferman seconded the motion. All in 
favor, motion carried. 

Bills to be paid with the transfer of $1,255.53 from 
General to Building. Amy Ely made a motion to  
approve the Bills to be paid, including the funds 
transfer from General to Building, Michael Sorenson 
seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

Preschool Report – Korey Leiferman – Star Light 
meeting’s written report.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Telephone/internet service progress – New line is 
run, just needs to be installed. 

Storage Room/Shed Update – Work is being done, 
but need some help with deciding on what to keep 
and what to throw. Work also working on cleaning 
out the shed. Some Boy Scout stuff found, we need to 
find out what to do with it. Lawn mowers donated to 
Janesville High School for their small engine classes. 
Old, heavy wooden tables will be repurposed as 

shelving in the shed.  

Scraftin’ Event Update – September 30 and October 
1. All meals covered. Marita will clean after the 
event.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Request to continue UFO Saturday – Vickie Huebl 
requests to continue UFO Saturday in the community 
room. All agreed this is a good idea and can continue. 
Will ask Vicki to add to the calendar in the office.  
 
Discussion about future of Community Night – 
Some ideas floated. Will look to working with  
congregation for possible ideas and solutions. 
 
Check AED – New Adult pads have been installed, 
child pads are backordered. 
 
Thank you cards 
 
Next meeting date:  October 17, 2022 
Question: Korey Leiferman 

Adjourn and close with the Lord’s Prayer 
Motion to adjourn by Michael Sorenson 

 

Respectfully submitted, Katie Sieberg  

2022 Church Council  
President: Duane Anderson                507-381-8577 

 duanea4@gmail.com 
 

Vice President  Amy Ely                            507-381-5016 

 asvkely@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer: Becky Overholser              507-257-3417 

 dboverho@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  Katie Sieberg                     507-327-8540 

 katscurls@yahoo.com 
 

Kari Severson      507-402-0802      karilseverson@gmail.com 
 

Jan Lange             507-420-4023     jedlange17@charter.net 
 

Melissa Fisher     507-257-2404      mmcgui1@isd77.org 
 

Michael Sorensen   507-461-0391   mnwild2112@gmail.com 
 

Korey Leiferman   507-276-5972    leiferman17@gmail.com 
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Financial Report as of August 31, 2022 
 

 

General Fund  

 For the Month: 

   Beginning Balance 8/1/2022 $ 24,938 

     Monthly Receipts  9,481 

     Monthly Expenses (11,969) 

 Ending Balance 8/31/2022  22,449 

 

 Year to Date: 

 Beg Balance 1/1/2022     $11,157 

   Year-to-date Receipts  83,758 

   Year-to-date Expenses (72,465) 

 Ending Balance 8/31/22  22,449 

 

Mortgage Fund 

 Beginning Balance 8/1/2022  $3,403    

   Income   $3,011 

       Expenses  (3,011) 

 Ending Balance 8/31/2022  $3,403 

 

 Year-to-date Receipts    $15,488 

     Year-to-date Transfer from Gen            $10,265 

 Year-to-date Expenses    (25,753) 

Church Basement Ladies Trip 

A total of 36 members and 
friends of Epiphany  
Lutheran Church and  
Resurrection Lutheran 
Church went to the Ames 
Center in Burnsville, MN on 
September 21 to see the  
musical The Church Basement  
Ladies: Plowin’ Through. It was 
a fun show and the  
fellowship was excellent! 

Lutheran World Relief  donations 

On September 11 members and friends of Epiphany Lutheran 
Church packed 42 school kits to be sent through Lutheran World 
Relief. These kits will bless students around the world.  

Many beautiful quilts were also made by our sewing and quilting 
group and donated to Lutheran World Relief. Mike and Linda 
Arndt delivered the school kits and quilts to the Lutheran World 
Relief headquarters in St. Paul on September 12. 

Thank you to all who donated, sorted, sewed, and helped pack 
these supplies for people in need! 

“Founded by Lutherans in the United States at the end of World 
War II, grounded in Lutheran theology and building on decades of 
experience, Lutheran World Relief tackles global poverty by helping 
people adapt to the challenges that threaten their livelihoods and 
well-being.” 

Changes coming to  
Community Nights 

For some time Epiphany has been experimenting with 
a  different way of taking care of the business in the 
congregation that has historically been done by  
committees. This was done because many of the  
committees at Epiphany were not functioning  
effectively. During this experiment, we learned that 
we need to find a new way of designating leaders and 
engaging members in some areas of the congregation.  

In the coming months, we are looking to try  
something new. We will continue to try new things 
until we find something that works! In the meantime, 
the fellowship and worship committees will resume to 
functioning as they did before. Church council will be 
diving  deeper into this issue, but we welcome your 
feedback as we continue to experiment and change 
along with the needs of the congregation. 
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NEWS DEADLINE 

Sunday Bulletin: Noon on Wednesday                 

Newsletter: The 15th of the month 

Editor: Shelly Ingram 

October 1: Scraftin’ Event 8:00am-8:00pm 

October 3: Women’s Bible Study @ 6:30pm 

October 8: UFO Saturday  9am to 8pm 

October 9: Pet Blessing & Fellowship @ 6:30pm 

October 11: Star Light Board Meeting @ 6:00pm 

October 16: Faith Formation Begins @ 10:20am 

October 17: Church Council Meeting @ 6:30pm 

October 23: Confirmation Rehearsal (9th graders)-following worship 

October 24: Pastor Sarah’s Seminar: What is a Lutheran? @ 6:30 

October 28: Trunk-Or-Treat from 5:30-7:30pm 

October 29: Women’s Retreat from 11:00am-4:00pm 

October 30: Confirmation Sunday 

Epiphany Lutheran Church, ELCA & 

Star Light Early Learning Center 
605 Parkway Ave 

Eagle Lake, MN 56024 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Epiphany Lutheran Church 
507-257-3156 

Secretary email: staff.elca@gmail.com 

Pastor Sarah’s email: epiphanygrowingfaith@gmail.com 
                                    sdeutsch2017@gmail.com 

 

Star Light Early Learning Center 
507-257-3502 
teachepiphanykids@gmail.com 


